SociL JUSicE

JOURNAL . Volumell - 2013

CONTENTS

Song of Pajaro and Mussel Rock ....ooovviniennss TP 1
Jeff Tagami

IPFessions 0F GAZR ..o oomiieieet e 3
Noam Chomsky

Graines’s Art Notes on Social Justine .. oo 7

Susanne Vielmetter os Angeles Projects

Ethnic/Feminist Studies in Higher EQueation ... e 9
Betrina Aptheker

Our Right To Know: An Interview with Luis Alejo ..o 12
Scott L. Bamnes

Why Thete Are Artichokes in the Watsonville Public Eibrary ... 14
Geoffrey Dunn '

What is 2 Poet for Peace ar What is Poetry for Pence? ... 18
Ekua Omosupe

Obaraacare: A Conservative Approach to Health Careinthe ULS. ... 20
Mike Rotkin

A Song of Vice and Mire: Shated GOVEIMANCE - .....overiiiiiiinnimi e 23
Rob Jenlkins

The Role of Community Colleges in Alleviating Foverty ..o 25
Diego James Navarro

Remembering Jeff Tagatmi ... USSP 27
Cheryl Chaffin, David Sullivan, Stan Rushworth

Mis Misa: The Power Within Akec-Yetthat Protects the World ... ..o 29
Sul'ma’ejote (AKA) Darryl Babe Wilson

Ethical Bridge Between Indigenous Cultures and Archacology -.......coviiiiiiin i 33
Nathan Beckett, Rachel Kelley, Dusty Mckenzie, Matthew Stansberry

Negative Space, Positive Slogans: Art by Bowers ..o 36
Susanne Vielmeiter Los Angeles Projects

It’s about Justice for All, Not Matriage for Some ... 38
Deboralt Johnson
Art, Sexism, and Gametes: Gendered Practices in the Marlcet for Human Eggs ........ccovvvriiiminninnens, 40

Racpel Cool




The Role of Community Collegesin Alleviating Poverty

Diego James Navarro

Recently while snrfing cable channels in my hotel roor, I
came Bpon 3 SCenc pottraying  police offcer pushing in the
flimsy doot of a downscale apartiment, the kind I lived in
during my teenage years on Notta Gary Avenue in Pomona,
Califormia. Inside, a mother sat crying on a couch with her
two wide-cyed children. Her husband, after an all-day
driaking binge, had broken some glass and cit himself
badly, proceeding to beat his wife and flee the scene. The
officer notified the family that they had the man in custody
down the street. The novelty of wetching cable, an amenity
1 don't have at home, now wort off, T turned off the TV

This chilling scene has stuck with me because of its
similarity to experences ['ve heard my students describe.
With luck, the two small childrea on the couch will get over
fhe trauma of their youth and have snccessfil educational
expedences and rewarding lives. However, after repeated
experiences like this one, how well will they be prepared for
- college level stdy in its entirety? W/l they be able to
concenitate and focus amid aczdemic pressures; to see
education as relevaat to theb: lives?

Mray of my students have symptoms of po st-tranmatic
stress disorder, and many st experience violence on 2
regular basis in their neighbothoods and homes. The
moming before our first piot course of the Academy for
College Excellence (ACL) eleven yeirs ago, one of my
students was cut by in kaife in a smull gang tussle in the
parking lot of the college campus in Watsonville, Cabllo’s
Watsonville campus is in a Nortefio aeighbothood, which
means students from Surefio neighbotaoods must €103 this
invisible territotial line in order to attend their college
courses.! Attending college is more than academics for
~ some students. It can be about rsking your own life.

While ACE was otiginally piloted with students from
rural, often agratan, Latino ‘hackgrounds, we have found

the program to work for all students, especially those who

have exhibited posttraumatic siress symptoms. From
students in inner-city Oakland to students in Proward
County, Florida, the ACE cutricalum and pedagogy 18
aniversal. 1 believe this is because the trauma of rough
acighborhoods and poot aducational experiences is univer-
sal for those who have experienced it,

There ae multple symptoms of trauma stemming
from poverty that I have witnessed over the eleven yeats 1
have spent in the classroom. Tn the first weeks of class, the

emotional wounds from previous educational experences
arc teopened and the stadents revert to old patterns,
reactions, and feelings of inadequacy. 'These include bio-
reactions {fight, flight, {reeze, or appease, all of which are
stress related reactions) due to 2 mismrerpretation of college
culture, apathy because of the irrelevance of academics in
the face of daily realities at home, tardiness, feat of
participating in discussions, and an inaccurate sense of self-
efficacy. Jtis no wonder that attrition is so high for academ-
ically underprepated students from difficult back-grounds.
Every day they walk into the classroom carrying much more
than their academic deficits.

To my koowledge, the most common definition of
Dasic skills does not take into consideration the realities
faced by many, if not the majorty, of our students. Before
they can engage in active learning, these studeats must
develop a positive sense of self, a mindset of possibility, and
a feeling of safety and caring. 1 call these the “precursors to
academic petformance.” The definition from Page 4 of Basic
Skills as @ Foundation for Stwdent Success i1 Califarnia Comminily
Collgges, otherwise known as the “FPoppy Copy,” reads:
“Rasic skills are those foundation skills in reading, writing,
mathematics, and English as & second language, as well as
learning skills and study skills, which. are necessary for
students to succeed in college-level work” This definition
does not address the symptoms and behaviors exhibited by
my students, nor the precutsors students must attain before
they can be actively engaged in academics. ‘The most
pervasive madel of basic skills education will continue to
fail until it addresses the whole stdent, from their
symptosns of trauma to their inability to read and wiite at.
college level.

Onir students” lives outside of school have 2 real impact
ot their success in college. Everyday fraumas create condi-
tions in their minds and bodies that do not allow them  to
pecform  at optimal levels. These students’ habitual
behaviors, while necessary for survival in difficult situations,
hinder their development as successful students in bigher
education. Watching your back will prevent you from
getting killed on the street, but doing so in school will keep
you from processing impozrtant information that you need
to pass your class.

For cducators, determining how to best suppott our
students can be a dauating task. Some of us might feel that
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while addressing (rauma is necessary and important, it
would take years of counseling and months of non-credit
courses to create the right leaming conditions for these
students. Not to mention finding and allocating funding for
likely expensive programs to address this facet of our
stndents’ needs.

I know thete is an alternative and affordable way fo
address these issues, but it will require a shift in our
thinking. We will nced to change our current conception of
curriculum, pedagogy, and counseling, and reevalnate our
integrated suppott services that, while helpful for some
students, are too expensive and unsustainable at a sufficient
scale to meet the niceds of most unprepared students.

Over the last eleven years, I've worked with many
wonderful people to develop ACE, formerly known as the
Digital Bridge Academy, The focus of our wotk has been
threefold: to 1) develop transformative curriculum and
pedagogical approaches that address the precursors for
academic performance noted above, 2) light a fire for
learning within our students during a two-week immersion
course, and 3) accelerate basic skills education. We've
created exercises that leverage current neurological research,
built 2 comprehensive behavior system that provides
students feedback on their progress in developing
knowledge-work behaviozs critical for academic and
professional success, and determined the right method for
creating a strong cohort bond where students provide and
receive 24/7 peer-to-peer support (a service that costs the
college nothing).

If there’s one thing I've witnessed my students do time
and time again it is survive. And despite the years I've
taught this program, their strength and ability still surprises
me. Tt is amazing that students who have faced harsh and
chaotic Yife experences have the ability to succeed, thrive,
and persist in college. Our students can step up to the plate.
T've seen it happen coundess times. We can put these
students on the path to academic success with the proper
pedagogy, teacher training, and currculum. If we build 1t,
they will thrive.

We have to step up to the plate too.

Note:
1 The Nortefins' and ‘Surefios” are Mexican gangs.

Diega James Navarro is the founder and director of the Academy for
Colleyre Excellence (ACE). In addition to directing and teaching at Cabrillo
Collegre’s ACE program, he i also a consultant wha helps colleges meet
the needs of underprepared stadents by utilizing evidence-based solutions
and employing effective strategies.
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